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"But run they did." 
This paragraph lead-off strikes me every time. Just excellent sports writing.
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Manchester Union Leader
1981 Girls State Championship
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a good job at it. I know that at times it seems as if I "don't care" how you do...but that is far from the truth. I have down, with maybe one exception, all times that run at all meets. I do know how you are progressing. There is one of me and 32 of you and yes I do spend time with the older kids and hope that you learned from them. They are your best teachers. You learn the style, form, grace that is needed to be good. To you younger kids I can only say "Stick with us."
And lastly, a few of my thoughts on the season and Winter Track in general:
+ Some of you don't/didn't want to make the commitment and put in the time and desire to be good and if good-great.
+ Track is a physical ability and state of mind. If you gave all you had-you won regardless of how you placed in the meet. If you are physically gifted you owe it to yourself to put forth the effort to be great.
+ SENIORITUS-I don't believe in the cop-out. What would have happened if our 3 returning vets had "gotten it???" (Jan, Karyn, Cheryl) They would have hurt themselves in the long run. Record wise we would have felt the pinch but we still would have had many fine performances and life would have gone on. Younger kids need seniors and juniors on their squad. What a waste to devote 3 years to something and then give it all up. For what? General Hospital time? To drink to the gills to smoke your brains out?? WHAT FUN that will bring you 2 or 3 years from now when you look back on your high school days. To commit yourself to something and see it through is the ultimate in CLASS. You ladies are to be commended.
and now that my annual speech has been made...We wish to thank Ms. Shepard for all her expertise and help this past season. To Mrs. Hicks..we "Thank you for your concern."
Janice and Cheryl...we "Thank you" for your leadership and support. To see the picture of you holding up the championship plaque is worth a thousand words...that is what its all about.
I thank all of you for giving me the best seasons I have had the pleasure of coaching...
             You know where you can find me if you need anything

                                   Ms. O'Connell
                                   3/9/1981
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(this is transcribed from the ink side of a carbon copy that never would have scanned but could read if I reflected the light just so . . . - Matt)
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